Free Cuba Radio Pierces 
The Sugar-Cane Curtain 
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‘‘The happy hour of the 
day.” wrote a Cuban army 
captain in a letter, “is when I 
get home and take off my 
‘mask’ and listen comfortably 
to Casariego.” 

Casariego is Isaac Casarie- 
go, a Cuban exile broadcasting 
every week to his homeland 
over an American radio sta- 
tion. Casariego is one of sever- 
al exile announcers for Free 
Cuba Radio which buys time 
of three U.S. commercial ra- 
dio stations. 

Free Cuba Radio began 
broadcasting five years ago. It 
now programs 65 hours a 
week over stations WWL in 
New Orleans, WGBS in Miami 
and WKWF in Key West. 

Live in the spaniel lan- 
guage, Free Cuba Radio 
broadcasts news, commentary 
and interviews designed to 
offset the propaganda barrage 
that Cubans receive from their 
own government-controlled ra- 
dio and television stations. 
Private contributions support 
its work. 

Response Widespread 

Response, according to the 
group’s home office here, has 
come from many other places 
than Cuba. Free Cuba Radio 
has received letters from 43 
countries and has filled re- 
quests for more than one mil- 
lion scripts and other special 
materials on Cuba, said M aria- 
da C. Arensberg, the execu- 
tive secretary. 

“The best part,” she said, 
“is that these people (listeners 
in other countries) are literal- 
ly overhearing what we are 
sending to Cuba. Our broad- 
casts are not designed for any 
other country.” 

Listeners have written in 
from as far away as Chile, 
Mrs. Arensberg said. The 
powerful broadcasts, some in 
short wave, blanket the Carib- 
bean and carry especially well 
down the western coast of 
Latin America. 

Although emphasis is heavi- 
est on news, the programs 
also include taped interviews 
with Cuban refugees newly ar- 
rived in the United States, 


News Service 

and exerpts from letters from 
Cubans still living on the is- 
land. 

Outgoing mail from Cubans 
is closely watched. Mrs. Arens- 
berg said, a scrutiny that 
many Cubans elude by signing 
false names and addresses to 
their letters. 

Religious Message 

Special programs include a 
religious message every Sun- 
day from the Rev. Msgr. E. 
Boza Masvidal, former auxilia- 
ry bishop of Havana, who was 
thrown out of Cuba at gun- 
point in 1961. 

Another special is “The 
Home Program,” directed to 
the mothers of Cuban fami- 
lies. The program attempts to 
keep alive the memory of how 
families live in a free society. 
After seven years of regimen- 
tation by a totalitarian govern- ; 
ment, it is feared that the : 
memory of a nonregulated life ] 
might be slipping away. 

With a staff of 17, Mrs. { 
Asensberg cooks up the - 
scripts in Washington. They 
are sent to the stations where 
they are read live by announc- 
ers like Casariego in New 
Orleans. 

Mrs. Arensberg, an Ameri- 
can, lived in Cuba for 15 
years, leaving in 1960. “The 
staff is all Cuban, however,” 
she told an interviewer, “in- 
cluding that girl who just 
brought you coffee. Her broth- * 
er, her sister and her brother- • 
in-law areall in jail in Cuba \ 
Her brother-in-law is down to j 
80 pounds now and he has • 
lost all his teeth.” 

Free Cuba Radio is support \ 
ed by the Cuban Freedom ■%. 
Committee, a group of U.S. cit- \ 
izens formed in late 1960. ? 
The Committee is basically | 
conservative, including former ) 
Rep. Donald C. Bruce (R-Ind.)j ) 
and Peter O’Donnell of Dal-; 
las, Texa s St ate chairman of; : 
the Gohhvater - for - President 
C o m mt tt rc ; 1 1 u t 41 also in- 

cludes several liberal Demo-; 
crats, including Sen. Clair- j 
borne Pell (D-R.T.) and Rep.< 
Roman C. Pucinski (D-Ill.). I 


